
Tossups by Edison High School 
1997 Questions on the Crum 

1 
He was maligned by his first biographer, Rufus Griswold, coloring the critical 
view of him for decades. James Russell Lowell claimed this man was "three 
fifths pure genius and two fifths sheer fudge", and Emerson referred to him as 
"the jingle man". However, he was revered by French poets such as Baudelaire 
and Mallarme. FTP, identify the author of "Some Words with a Mummy", 
"Mesmeric Revelation", "The Thousand-and-Second Tale of Scheherazade", "The 
Oblong Box", and "The Purloined Letter ". 
A: Edgar Allan POE 

2 
It began as a college project of Linus Torvalds. Versions are available for the 
major computer architectures, and the current kernel, 2.0, supports Java and 
symmetric multiprocessing, besides the standard Unix features. FTP, identify 
this freely available Unix-like operating system. 
A: L1NUX 

3 
It is led by Bennett LeBeau, a shareholder in RJR Nabisco, who has tried to 
engineer a split between its food and tobacco business leading to a merger of the 
RJR Tobacco Company with his own. Currently, with its market share at less 
than two percent, it is the fifth largest cigarette maker in the country, with 
such brands as Chesterfield and L&M. FTP, identify this company which 
acknowleged the role of smoking in cancer and heart disease and the 
addictiveness of nicotine. 
A: LIGGETT Group 

4 
She lived on Martinique until age 15, when she married Alexandre, vicount of 
Beauharnais, and moved to Paris. He was indifferent to her, and she obtained a 
separation-almost exactly the reverse of her second marriage, which was 
nullified due to the lack of a parish priest at the marriage ceremony. She 
entertained lavishly at Malmaison, at her ex-husband's expense, and later won the 
protection of Alexander I of Russia. FTP, identify this indifferent wife of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. 
A: JOSEPHINE Bonaparte or Marie-Josephe-Rose Tascher de la Pagerie 

5 
His account of a 1754 trip to Portugal undertaken because of his failing health, 
Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon, was published posthumously. His first wife, 
Charlotte Cradock, was sometimes said to be the model for Sophia in his 



masterpiece, and the title character of his Amelia. FTP, identify this author of 
Tom Jones. 
A: Henry FIELDING 

6 
Founded in 1842 under Otto Nicholai, this orchestra is one of the few still 
considered to have a unique sound in a time of musical homogeneity. Responding 
to domestic and foreign criticism, it recently admitted harpist Anna Lelles as its 
first female member. FTP, identify this group whose members are drawn from 
the Vienna State Opera Orchestra. 
A: VIENNA PHILHARMONIC Orchestra or Wiener Philharmoniker 

7 
Captain Jean-Luc Picard almost became a "pygmy" type of this animal in the 
episode "Genesis." Divided into 5 groups, the "true" types belong to the genus 
Callithrix. FTP, identify these tropical American monkeys, which have two 
instead of three molars on each side of the upper jaw and have claws rather 
than nails. 
A: MARMOSETS or TAMARINS 

8 
It comprises two peninsulas, separated by the Gulf of Gonav. The United 
States occupied it from 1915 through 1934, and it was led by a certain 
Francois from 1957-71 and his son Jean Claude from 1971 to 1986. FTP, 
identify this only independent French speaking republic in the Americas, 
whose capital is 
Port-au-Prince. 
A: Republic of HAITI 

9 
He was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1878 and practiced there for 9 years before 
moving to Chicago, where he became associated with those seeking amnesty for 
the defenders in the Haymarket Square Riot case. His later clients included the 
defendants in the LA Times dynamiting case, would-be assassin William 
Haywood, Eugene V. Debs, and Leopold and Loeb. FTP, identify this attorney best 
known for his masterful defense of John T. Scopes 
A: Clarence Seward DARROW 

10 
According to Joshua 24:32, his bones were buried at Shechem, the oldest northern 
shrine. While in Egypt, he lived with Potiphar, and his acquisition of grain 
allowed Egypt to survive a famine. His brothers, who caused his Egyptian stay, 
come to lookfor grain, and after a reconciliation, his whole family comes to 



Goshen. FTP, identify this son of Jacob and Rachel sold into slavery by his 
brothers who were jealous of his coat of many colors. 
A: JOSEPH 

1 1 
This Greek poet was born in 650 BC, most likely in Mitylene on the island of 
Lisvos. A contemporary of Alcaeus and Stesichorus, she had a daughter named 
Cleos. She wrote nine books of odes, epithalamia, elegies, and hymns, including 
the Ode to Aphrodite. FTP, name this poetess quoted by Dionysus and who was an 
influence to Theocritus. 
A: SAPPHO 

12 
He pitched for Cleveland in the National League, the Cardinals, the Red Sox, the 
Indians in the American League, and the Braves. Nicknamed "Foxy Grandpa", he 
was born in Gilmore Ohio in March 1867, and was inducted into the Hall of Fame 
in 1937. Among his records are his 7356 innings pitched, his 750 complete 
games, his 315 losses, and his 511 wins. FTP, identify this namesake of the 
premier pitching award in the major leagues. 
A: Denton True "Cy" YOUNG 

13 
Its article on slavery, which gave a choice of limited or unlimited slavery, was 
submitted to a popular election and passed due to a boycott by Free-Soilers. It 
was rejected in territorial elections in January 1858 and, following a refusal of 
Congress to admit Kansas as a state, rejected again in August of that year. FTP, 
identify this proslavery constitution named for the town in which it was drawn 
up. 
A: LECOMPTON Constitution 

14 
Born Betty Naomi Goldstein in Peoria, she majored in psychology at Smith College 
and did graduate work at Berkeley, stopping short of her Ph.D. After marrying and 
having children, she felt a "problem that has no name"-a feeling that time and 
life were being wasted. This feeling became the basis for a popular book and 
lecture tour, and eventually led her to found the National Organization for Women. 
FTP, identify this author of The Feminine Mystique. 
A: Betty FRIEDAN 

15 
His "Christus Hypercubus" is featured in Michio Kaku's Hyperspace, for it depicts 
Christ being crucified on a tesseract. After turning towards a 
more academic style of painting, he was expelled from the artistic group with 
which he is most closely identified. He designed theater sets, shop interiors, 



and jewelry, and, with Luis Bufluel, created the films Un Chien Andalou and 
L'Age d'Or. FTP, identify this flamboyant Spanish surrealist who painted 
detailed dream images against bleak sunlit backgrounds. 
A: Salvador DALI 

16 
Born in Neuchbtel, Switzerland, this psychologist published his first paper, on 
the albino sparrow, at age ten. He researched in Zurich and later at the 
Sorbonne in Paris, but he began by studying his own children. FTP, name this 
influential psychologist who identified children's four stages of mental growth. 
A: Jean PIAGET 

17 
Alexander Adell and Bertram Lupov first asked it on May 21, 2061, but then and 
the numerous times it was later asked, the Analog Computer always responded 
that there was "Insufficient data for [a] meaningful answer." The question went 
unanswered even when the last human mind fused with the AC and matter and 
time ended, but after a timeless interval, AC discovered 
the answer. As there were no more humans around to whom to tell it, the AC 
created some with the words "Let there be light!". FTP, identify this title query 
of an Isaac Asimov short story, whose affirmative answer contradicts the second 
law of thermodynamics. 
A: The LAST QUESTION or Can entropy be reversed? (or an equivalent) 

18 
Any solution that conforms to this mathematical consequence of Henry's law is 
called an ideal solution. It originally developed from the 1886 observation by 
University of Grenoble professor that the freezing point of an aqueous solution is 
lowered in proportion to the amount of a nonelectrolytic substance dissolved. 
FTP, identify this result in chemistry which states that the partial pressure of a 
solvent above the solution is the vapor pressure of the pure solvent times the 
mole fraction of solvent in the solution. 
ANSWER: RAOUL T's Law 

19 
Eva Herzigova, Steffi Graf, Valeria Mazza, Stacey Williams, Naomi Campbell, Niki 
Taylor, and Vendela are all subjects of photo spreads in this magazine, which 
breaks from previous issues in featuring, as its cover states, "nothing but 
bikinis." FTP, identify this annual special issue of a sports weekly. 
A: SPORTS ILLUSTRATED SWIMSUIT Issue (prompt on SI) 

20 
"II nome suo nessun sapra/e noi dovrem ahimh, morir!" is sung by the chorus, 
followed by "Dilegua, 0 notte! Tramontate, stelle! AlI'alba vincerr" by the male 



lead. It follows an announcement by a herald that, under penalty of death, nobody 
in Peking may sleep until the name of the Unknown Prince is discovered, hence 
the meaning of the aria's title, "No-one must sleep." FTP, identify this famous 
aria sung by Calaf in Puccini's opera "Turandot". 
A: NESSUN DORMA (prompt on "No one must sleep" or equivalent on an early buzz) 

21 
She is often depicted with a shield, a sword, a strangling noose, and the severed 
hand of a giant in her four hands, and naked except for a garland 
of skulls and a girdle of severed hands. At her temples, including Calcutta's 
Kalighat, goats are sacrificed to her daily. Sometimes identified with Durga, 
the name of this fierce aspect of Devi is Sanskrit for "black". FTP, identify 
this consort of Shiva, often pictured dancing on his inert body, worshipped by 
the thuggee. 
A: KALI 

22 
The Guatemalian parish priest of Chichicastenango, Francisco Jiminez, 
discovered a copy in the early 18th century and translated it into Spanish. 
Written in the Quichi language, it recounts the creation of man and the acts of 
the gods, as in "The Bow of Balam-Acab", the history of the Quichi people, and the 
chronology of their rulers through the mid sixteenth century. FTP, identify this 
Mayan manuscript. 
A: POPOLVUH 

23 
It originally had 9 members, though that was later expanded to 12, elected by the 
National Convention. Set up on April 6, 1793, it was to provide for defense 
against enemies of the state both foreign and domestic and to oversee the 
executive branch of government. It was dominated by Georges Danton until June, 
when he and his followers were replaced by Maximilien Robespierre and his. FTP, 
identify this body which had almost total 
control over France from September 1793 to July 1794 in the Reign of Terror. A: 
COMMITTEE of PUBLIC SAFETY 

24 
John Cage's Roratorio uses thousands of words found in this 1939 novel, numerous 
excerpts from which were published under the title "Work in Progress" during the 
17 years the author spent writing it. Influenced by Giambattista Vico's cyclic 
theory of history, its final sentence connects to its first, but its style is 
stranger, in which several meanings from different languages often coalesce into 
invented words. FTP, identify this cryptic final work of James Joyce. 
A: FINNEGAN'S WAKE 



25 
It has two tails: one made of silicate granules and the other made of gas, and 
measures twenty-five miles in diameter. It was last seen in Egypt in 2213 BC, 
and will later be seen in 4357 AD. FTP, name this comet which may be the largest 
ever seen by modern civilization, and which is shining brightly right now! 
A: Comet HALE-BOPP 

26 
Pope John XIII used it once as a gallows, and Cola di Rienz~ as a fountain. 
According to legend, if its gold reappears, the world's end is at hand, and the Last 
Judgment will be pronounced through the horse's mouth. It was long revered due 
to the mistaken belief that it pictured Constantine. FTP, identify this largest 
extant bronze Roman sculpture, which portrays the Roman emperor from 161-
180. 
A: EQUESTRIAN Statue of MARCUS AUERLIUS (prompt for Equestrian; accept 
reasonable equivalents) 

27 
This 42 year old is the fourth American to live on Mir. FTP, identify this 
astronaut who for 90 seconds on February 23rd, kept telling himself, "We need to 
fight this fire, we need to get this fire out, we at least need to contain this 
fire," when a fire broke out there. 
A: Jerry LlNENGER 

28 
This nation is roughly divided between two ethno-linguistic groups: the Ghegs, 
who live north of the Shkumbin River and the Tosks, who livein the south. The 
population of this 11,101 square mile nation is about three and a half million 
and it is estimated that between 2/3 and a3 of them recently lost money in 
pyramid schemes. FTP, name this country which is in a state of anarchy due to 
protests against the government of Sali Berisha. 
Answer: Albania 



Bonuses by Edison High School 
1997 Questions on the Crum 

All bonuses 30 points 

1 
Identify each Nigerian author FTP each, none of whom are Chinua Achebe. 
This poet, who lived from 1932-67, wrote the collections Heavensgate, 
Silences, and Limits. 
A: Christopher OKIGBO 
This exiled 1986 Nobel laureate was charged last month with treason over a 
group of December 1996 bombings. 
A: Wole SOYINKA 
This Ogoni author was executed on November 10, 1995 for allegedly murdering 4 
Ogoni activists. 
A: Ken SARO-WIWA 

2 
Answer the following questions about chemical weapons FTP each. 
Germany developed this nerve agent between 1942 and 1945 at a plant in 
Dyhernfurth, which the Soviets seized after the war. 
A: TABUN 
Also called carbonyl chloride and produced by the reaction of carbon monoxide 
and chlorine in the presence of a catalyst, it was used during World War I with 
or without chlorine gas. 
A: PHOSGENE 
The name of this secretly developed class of binary poisons is Russian for 
"newcomer", is absorbed through the skin, and is far more toxic than VX. A: 
NOVICHOK 

3 
Identify the mathematician on a 30-20-10 basis. 
30: Under the pen name John Taine, he wrote science fiction books such as The 
Time Stream. 
20: His notable scholarly works include Arithmetical Paraphrases, Algebraic 
Arithmetic, and The Development of Mathematics. 
10: This former Caltech professor wrote the classic Men of Mathematics. A: Eric 
Temple BELL 

4 
Now 'tis time to test your knowledge of one of screen history's greatest films: 
Ghostbusters. FTP each: 
Who played Dr. Egon Spengler? 
A: Harold RAIMIS 



Rick Moranis' character Louis Tully was possessed. Who did he become? A: the 
KEY MASTER or VINCE CLORTHO 
For the coming of which Sumerian deity, played by Siavitza Jovan, did the Key 
Master and the Gate Keeper prepare? 
A: GOZER the Gozarian 

5 
Identify the emperor on a 30-20-10 basis 
30: After his lover Antinous drowned in the Nile, he constructed temples and 
founded a town near the site of the death 
20: He served as emperor between Trajan and Antoninus Pius 
10: He created the Panhellenion and is the namesake of a famous wall 
A: HADRIAN 

6 
Answer the following related to the War of 1812 FTP each 
Which treaty, signed December 24, 1814, ended the war, at least in theory? A: 
Treaty of GHENT 
Which secret meeting of northeastern Federalist delegates in December 1814 
and January 1815 to protest the war and Madison's mercantilism was made moot 
by the Treaty of Ghent? 
A: HARTFORD Convention 
In which Devonshire prison did American naval prisoners demonstrate violently 
on April 6, 1815, angry at being held after the conclusion of the Treaty of Ghent? 
A: DARTMOOR Prison 

7 
Given the noted American business, name the state in which its headquarters are 
located FTP each 
International Business Machines Corp. 
A: NEW YORK 
Archer Daniels Midland Co. 
A: ILLINOIS 
Compaq Computer Corp. 
A: TEXAS 

8 
Identify each Russian political figure FTP 
In March, Yeltsin promoted him from Chief of Staff to First Deputy Prime Minister. 
A: Anatoly CHUBAIS 
Who is currently the Prime Minister? 
A: Viktor CHERNOMYRDIN 
She is the youngest daughter of Yeltsin; she advised him in a 1996 sack of 
3 aides including Alexander Korzhakov. 



A: TATYANA or DYACHENKO 

9 
Answer the following questions about the papacy for the stated number of points FTI 
who was the second pope, succeeding Peter in 67 AD? 
A: Saint LINUS 
For 5 points, what is the term is given to illegitimate claimants of or pretenders to 
the papal throne? 
A: ANTIPOPEs 
For 15 points, who was the last antipope, who had his accession in 1439? 
A: FELIX the FIFTH (prompt on Felix) 

10 
Name the university on a 30-20-10 basis. 
30: Two major components of this university are the Florence Heller 
Graduate School for Advanced Studies in Social Welfare and the Norman S. and 
Eleanor Rabb School of Summer, Special, and Continuing Studies. 20: Some of 
the research institutes at this New England school are the 
Rosensteil Basic Medical Sciences Research Center and the Benjamin and Mae 
Volen National Center for Complex Systems. 
10: Located in Waltham, Massachusetts, it is named for an American jurist and 
sponsored by the Jewish community. 
A: BRANDEIS University 

1 1 
FTP each, name the three authors of these "Three" literary works. 

a) The 1889 novel Three Men in a Boat. 
Answer: Jerome K. Jerome 
b) The 1901 play "The Three Sisters". 
Answer: Anton Chekhov 
c) The 1909 collection "Three Lives", consisting of the three stories "The Good 
Anna", "Melanctha" and "The Gentle Lena". 
Answer: Gertrude Stein 

12 
Answer the following questions about the history of Ethiopia in the 20th century 
For 1 0 points if exact, or 5 if within 3 years, when was Ethiopia invaded by 
Italy? 
A: 1936 (5 points for 1933-35 or 1937-39) 
For 1 0 points if exact, or 5 if within 2 years, when was the Ethiopian monarchy 
abolished? 
A: 1975 (5 points for 1973-74 or 1976-77) 
For 1 0 points if exact, or 5 if off by a year, when did Eritrea declare its 
independence? 



A: 1993 (5 points for 1992 or 1994) 

13 
Answer these questions about a recent controversy for the stated number of 
points 
First, for 10 points, members of which religious group have been denied, · among 
other things, membership in Germany's Christian Democratic Union and Social 
Democrat political parties? 
A: Church of SCIENTOLOGY 
Second, for 5 points, an unsuccessful boycott of which movie, whose star is a 
Scientologist, by members of the Christian Democratic Union brought about a 
letter of protest from many Hollywood bigwigs? 
A: MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE 
Third, for 15 points, in which publication was the aforementioned letter 
published, which compared German treatment of Scientologists with that of 
Jews during the Holocaust? 
A: INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE (prompt on Herald Tribune) 

14 
Answer these questions about The Ox-Bow Incident FTP each 
First, who wrote the book? 
A: Walter can Tilburg CLARK 
Second, who is the farmhand reported killed, prompting a the formation of a 
posse of vigilantes? 
A: KINKAID 
Last, which son of the posse's leader botches the hanging of Donald Martin, 
accused of murder and cattle rustling, and later hangs himself when he discovers 
Kinkaid is alive? 
A: Gerald TETLEY 

15 
Identify the architect, 30-20-10 
30: He is the subject of the biography Genius and the Mobocracy 
20: He collaborated with Dankmar Adler on more than 100 buildings, including the 
Auditorium Building in Chicago, the Guaranty Building, and the Wainwright 
Building. 
10: He coined the phrase "form follows function". 
A: Louis Henry SULLIVAN 

16 
For fifteen points each, given a ballet and its composer, name the original 
choreographer 
Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun, Claude Debussy 



A: Vaslav NIJINSKY 
Orpheus, Igor Stravinsky 
A: George BALANCHINE 

17 
Identify the man from his quotations, 30-20-10 
30: "We must whup Mr. Tooth decay" 
20: "What's he doing in my country? Zaire is my country!" 
10: "I am the greatest" 
A: Muhammad ALI 

18 
Answer these questions about the ear FTP each 
What is the collective name for the three small ear bones commonly known as the 
hammer, the anvil, and the stirrup? 
A: the OSSCILEs 
What are the crystals of calcium carbonate called which lie over the hair cells in 
the vestibule and which are commonly known as "ear sand?" 
A: · OTOLITHS 
What is the scientific name of the gelatinous fluid contained in the three 
semicircular canals? 
A: ENDOLYMPH 

1 9 
Identify the following islands FTP each 
This autonomous archipelago, at the entrance to the Gulf of Bothnia, is owned by 
Finland. 
A: ELAND Islands 
Around which island would you find Galway, Dingle, and Dundrum Bays? 
A: IRELAND 
Cities on this Indonesian Island, south of a sea of the same name and across the 
Makassar Strait from Borneo, include Manado and Ujung Pandang, or Makassar. 
A: CELEBES or SULAWESI 

20 
How much do you know about phonetics? Given a description of a consonant, 
just say a word that begins with it FTP each. For example, if I said voiced bi
labial glide, you could say "watch" or "wagon" 
Voiceless bi-Labial stop 
A: POPPY, PICTURE, PIE, etc. 
Voiced dental fricative 
A:THERE, THEN, THY, etc. LNOT _ thimble, think, throw, etc.) 
Voiced alveolar nasal sonorant 
A: NONE, NUTTY, GNOME, etc. 



21 
Identify the holiday from a description, FTP each 
This legal bank holiday is celebrated in England, Wales, and parts of Canada and 
is traditionally the day when presents would be given to servants and 
tradespeople. 
A: BOXING DAY 
This day was introduced by Julius Sterling Morton in Nebraska in 1872 
A: ARBOR DAY 
It is mostly celebrated by Latin and Germanic peoples and stems from rites 
practiced to honor the Roman goddess of spring, Flora. 
A: MAYDAY 

22 
FTP, identify each inventor or scientist. Here's a hint: they're all Eastern 
Europeans 
This Hungarian was, along with Fermi, awarded a patent for the nuclear fission 
reactor. 
A: Leo SZILARD 
He invented the iconoscope and the kinetoscope. 
A: Vladimir Kosma ZWORYKIN 
He sold the patent rights to his AC dynamos, transformers, and motors to George 
Westinghouse. 
A: Nikola TESLA 

23 
Identify the following Indian provincial capitals, for 15 points from the 
province, for 5 if you need another clue. 
15: Tamil Nadu 
5: Seaport on the Bay of Bengal in the southeast, returned to the British by the 
1748 treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapelle. 
A: MADRAS 
15: Madhya Pradesh 
5: A Union Carbide plant here exploded on December 3, 1984. 
A: BHOPAL 

24 
Given an album, identify the band that created it FTP each. 
Fi rst Band on the Moon 
A: The CARDIGANS 
Bouncing off the Satellites 
A: The B-52S 
Recovering the Satellites 



A: The COUNTING CROWS 

25 
Identify the following about US Presidents who were or tried to be mayors 
earlier in their career for the stated number of points 
For 5 points, who was an unsuccessful candidate for New York mayor in 1886? A: 
_ T _heodore ROOSEVELT (prompt on Roosevelt) 
For 10, which President was the mayor of Buffalo? 
A: Stephen Grover CLEVELAND 
For 15, which President was once the mayor of Northampton? 
A: John Calvin COOLIDGE 

26 
FTP each, identify each class of word ending in n-y-m from a description and 
examples. 
A "reverse acronym", in which letters are arranged to form a word that already 
exists in the language, often underscoring some quality of the acronym's 
meaning, such as ZIP and MADD. 
A:BACRONYM 
A word that describes itself, such as mispelled (with only 1 "s") and 
hippopotomonstrosesquipedalian, meaning "pertaining to a very long word". A: 
AUTONYM 
A place name used by foreigners instead of the name used by natives, as in 
Cologne for Koln and Florence for Firenze 
A:EXONYM 

27 
FTP each, identify the three films in Satyajit Ray's Apu Trilogy, using either 
their original title or the title in translation. 
A: PATHER PANCHALI (The Song of the Road); APARIJITO (The Unvanquished); 
APU R SANSAR (The World of Apu) 

28 
Identify the philosopher, 30-20-10. 
30: Technological capitalism, he believed, had become repressive, and there must 
be a "Great Refusal" to its values. 
20: He believed humanity could be truly happy only when its sexual impulses were 
allowed to permeate all human relations and eroticize the whole culture. 
10: Among the works of this German, whose name was chanted along with Marx 
and Mao in 1968 protests at the Sorbonne and other universities, are Eros and 
Civilization and Counterrevolution and Revolt. 
A: Herbert MARC USE 




